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XIV - Babylonian House
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1. Babylonian House – this is the reconstruction of one of the houses found by the Iraqi archeologists during their research. The house has been reconstructed in a way similar to the Southern Palace, i.e. upon the original fragments of walls have been built walls that create the spatial system of the building. None of the rooms has been covered with roof. Nor is any floor in the house. 


The preservation condition of the Babylonian House is relatively decent. There is no serious damage. The damage that does exist is the result of the method used to erect the walls. The majority of the internal walls of the structure consist of two layers. The bottom layer built with the silt bricks dried or baked (sometimes combinations of these two sorts of bricks) that reach in some places up to 1.5 meters. The upper layers, in turn, have been built from contemporary bricks (baked). The lower layer was preserved, in some places, remains of plaster (mud mixed with straw). In some parts of the rooms, due to the absorption of water from the ground into the lower parts of the walls, the bricks are seriously damaged. The very bottom layers of bricks in certain parts of rooms have been covered with a coat of mortar (fulfilling role of a plaster).

To simplify the description it has been assumed that the external wall with the entrance to the House indicates North. All the walls that are the northern side of the external wall have been described as the northern. 

2. The facade of the northern wall.


The facade is built of contemporary bricks. The original bricks were preserved only in a few places in the lower part of the wall and make an insignificant percentage of the entire façade surface. The wall is covered with plaster (mud and straw), but a majority of the plaster has fallen away. 
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Fig. Babylonian House – the northern wall facade
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Fig. The northern wall facade
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Fig. Entrance into the Babylonian House 

3. The facade of the eastern wall.
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Fig. The facade of the eastern wall

The wall is built of the contemporary baked bricks. About 90% of its surface is still covered with plaster (mud with straw); however, it has fallen away from the bottom and the   top part of the wall. 

4. The facade of the southern wall.

The southern wall is built of contemporary baked bricks. The original bricks are only at the low part of the wall. Approximately 95% of the wall’s surface is still covered with the plaster (mud mixed with the straw).Some plaster fallen away from the bottom part of it due to soaking up water from the ground. 
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Fig. The southern wall facade. 

5. The western wall facade.
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The western wall facade is built of contemporary baked bricks. The plaster that covered the wall has fallen away from the major part of it leaving only a few plaster patches scattered over the wall’s surface. The bottom part of the wall is dampened. At this part of the wall the plaster has fallen away revealing the lowest layers of bricks, among which are ancient bricks. 

6. Locus 1

The surface of the walls in this room can be divided into two parts. The first, the top, has been built with contemporary bricks. There is no trace that the wall was covered with plaster. The lower, second part (reaching up to about 1.5 meters) has also been built with contemporary bricks, but original bricks can also be found. This part of the wall is covered with plaster, of which about 80% remains. The low layers of bricks are covered with mortar.  
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Fig. Locus 1, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 1, the western wall

7. Locus 2


The bricks in the lower part are cracked and some part of it has crumbled. 
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Fig. Locus 2, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 2, the northern wall
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Fig. Locus 2, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 2, the southern wall

8. Locus 3


In the western part of the room is a fireplace. The walls are covered with soot. The lower part the bricks are falling apart. 
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Fig. Locus 3, the western wall

9. Locus 4

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 4, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 4, the North-East corner.

10. Locus 5

 The lower parts of the walls are damaged. 
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Fig. Locus 5, the southern wall

11. Locus 6

 The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 6, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 6, the southern wall
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Fig. Locus 6, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 6, the northern wall

12. Locus 7

The lower parts of the walls are damaged. In the middle of the locus there is a hole that runs into the room located below.
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Fig. Locus 7, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 7, the southern wall
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Fig. Locus 7, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 7, the northern wall
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Fig. Locus 7, the hole in the middle of the room

13. Locus 8

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
[image: image27.jpg]



Fig. Locus, the South-West corner

14. Locus 9

No significant damages. The plaster is falling away and the bricks are crumbling out from the lower parts of the walls.

15. Locus 10

The lower part of the walls are built with dried bricks.
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Fig. Locus 10, the western wall

16. Locus 11

The walls are built partially of the dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 11, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 11, the northern wall

17. Locus 12

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 12, the eastern wall

18. Locus 13
The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 13, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 13, the southern wall
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Fig. Locus 13, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 13, the northern wall

19. Locus 14
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Fig. Locus 14, the northern wall

20. Locus 15

The walls are partially built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 15, the northern wall

21. Locus 16
. 

The walls are partially built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 16, the western wall

22. Locus 17

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 17, the North-East corner

23. Locus 18

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 18, the northern wall

24. Locus 19

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 19, the South-West corner

25. Locus 20

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 20, the South-East corner

26. Locus 21
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Fig. Locus 21, the southern wall

27. Locus 22
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Fig. Locus 22, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 22, the North-East corner
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Fig. Locus 22, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 22, the South-West corner

28. Locus 23

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 23, the western wall

29. Locus 24

A palm tree is growing inside the room.

[image: image49.jpg]



Fig. Locus 24

30. Locus 25

The lower parts of the walls are damaged. In the south-western corner of the room a burrow was dug out by an animal.
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Fig. Locus 25, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 25, the western wall

31. Locus 26

The walls partly made of the dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 26, the eastern wall

32. Locus 27

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 27, the eastern wall

33. Locus 28 

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 28, the North-East corner 

34. Locus 29

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 29, the northern wall

35. Locus 30

The walls are partly built of dried bricks. The lower parts of the walls are damaged. 
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Fig. Locus 30, the eastern wall

36. Locus 31

The lower parts of the walls are damaged (especially both corners located by the northern wall).
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Fig. Locus 31, the northern wall
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Fig. Locus 31, the North-West corner

37. Locus 32

The lower parts of the eastern and southern walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 32, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 32, the southern wall
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Fig. Locus 32, the western wall
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Fig. Locus 32, the South-East corner

38. Locus 33

The lower parts are damaged. The south-western corner was dug out by an animal.
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Fig. Locus 33, the northern wall
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Fig. Locus, the south-western corner

39. Locus 34

The lower parts of the walls are damaged. 

[image: image65.jpg]



Fig. Locus 34, the northern wall
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Fig. Locus 34, the North-East corner

40. Locus 35

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 35, the northern wall

41. Locus 36
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Fig. Locus 36, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 36, the western wall

42. Locus 37

No damages.

43. Locus 38

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 38, the eastern wall

44. Locus 39

The lower parts of the walls are damaged.
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Fig. Locus 39, the eastern wall
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Fig. Locus 39, the western wall

Description elaborated and photograph taken between 5th and 30th November 2004 by Agnieszka Dolatowska

Translated into English Piotr Trybuła, 1st edition by Christopher Miller, 2nd edition by Steven Bein. 
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